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Date: ______________
Dear Parent/ Guardian:

A case of chicken pox has been reported in your child’s classroom. I am providing you with this information so that you can help control the spread of this communicable disease and protect the health of your child. Please observe your child and keep him/her at home if any of the symptoms are present.

Be aware that aspirin containing medication should not be given to any child or adult with chicken pox or to an individual suspected of having chicken pox. Aspirin use during a chicken pox infection has been associated with rare and potentially fatal illness called Reye Syndrome. Contact your child’s doctor if you have any questions about treatments.
Symptoms of Chicken Pox
;Fever, headache, lack of energy, lack of appetite, and skin lesions that blisters or water filled pimples usually beginning on the trunk of the body. The lesions are often accompanied by itching.

Transmission of Chicken Pox
Direct airborne transmission of the chicken pox virus occurs from person to person; indirect transmission can occur through contact with articles freshly soiled by discharge from the lesions.

Incubation Period
The time from exposure to the chicken pox to the start of symptoms is usually 13 to 17 days, but can range from 10 to 21 days.

Method of Control
The child with chicken pox is excluded from school until all of skin lesions are dried.

Please call me at (708) ______________________ if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,

SPEED School Health Service
Prairie-Hills 144     Homewood 153    Flossmoor 161    Matteson 162    Park Forest 163 Glenwood 167    Sauk Village 168    Ford Heights 169

Chicago Heights 170    Sandridge 172    Steger 194    Crete-Monee 201U    Bloom Township H.S. 206    Rich Township H.S. 227

Homewood-Flossmoor Community H.S. 233

[image: image1.png]