
 

 

 

 

   SPEED starts 2016 con-

tinuing to offer the best of 

opportunities for students 

and their families. 

   After much celebrating 

prior  to winter break, 

students  returned to 

school ready to grow and 

learn. 

  Keep up with infor-

mation about upcoming 

activities on speed802.org 

and on the district’s Face-

book page.  

  Should information 

about emergency closing 

be issued — SPEED will  

 

 

 

 

use its automated calling 

system and information 

will be posted on the web-

site and Facebook. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Parent Group Helps Those In Need 

   The SPEED Parent  

Organization continues its 

tradition of ensuring fami-

lies have a hearty holiday 

meal. 

   Each SPEED classroom 

was designated an item, 

such as gravy, boxed 

mashed potatoes, or cran-

berry sauce, to collect. 

The SPO later sorted all 

the items and put them 

together in a box to pre-

sent them to SPEED fam-

ilies who needed them the 

most.  

   “The food basket give- 

away helped 10 families 

and was a complete suc-

cess for the children and 

everyone involved,”  SPO 

President Tamera  Thom-

as said, “SPEED rocks!” 

   SPO thanks everyone 

for their continued partici-

pation and support of 

fundraising. 

   The next SPO meeting 

is at 6 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 

26, 2016, at SPEED. 
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   PAL students showed off what 

they’ve learned in class by presenting 

their best work at the school’s annual 

science fair. 

   Some students exhibited how to make 

“elephant toothpaste,” a hydrogen per-

oxide experiment, others grew plants in 

different light, among others. 

     Teacher Katie Toso’s students made 

“Dancing Popcorn,” using a variety of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

different assistive technology devices, 

over a two week period. 

  To start their project students voted on 

one of four choices using a SMART 

board. They also made their hypothesis 

on the SMART board. 

  The iPads had just become available 

to the students to use. They were 

placed on the table with mounts to al-

low the students’ easier access. One 

group of students did the experiment to 

find out what the reaction of  popcorn 

kernels was to baking soda and vinegar. 

The other students were able to take  

pictures and videos with iPads with 

hand over hand help. 

  “A couple of our videos were actually 

a happy accident because the setting 

were changed to slow motion by a stu-

dent during the recording,” Toso said.  

  Students also created a board to dis-

play their findings and all participated 

by helping die cut the letters and using 

their name stamp to help identify their 

hypothesis. 

  In Darlene Gallagher’s class at the 

satellite classroom at Rich East, stu-

dents learned about the Earth, moon 

and sun. 

They built a model of the sun, earth and 

moon on a train  to demonstrate the 

concept of revolve and rotate. They 

also made two models of the moon 

phases — one using Oreo cookies. The 

second was made by making t-shirts 

depicting the moon phase, making the 

students walking models. 

   All of the PAL students classes creat-

ed a science project to display. 

has been able to combine cooking activi-

ties to go along with the books being read 

by Media Specialist, Janet Nozar. 

   During the month of December students 

learned about holidays around the world 

and made potato latkes, fried plantains 

and hot chocolate. 

   Peters said she appreciates the new 

service delivery model because the stu-

dents have a deep immersion into the 

   The Early Learning Center’s media 

center recently relocated across the hall to 

a larger classroom. The center now has 

more space including a kitchenette area 

and a SMART board. 

   The additional room has made it possi-

ble for more students to get hands on 

experience when working on multisenso-

ry projects.  

    Occupational Therapist, Joann Peters, 

subject and are exposed to a wider variety 

of media to support learning. 

   “It is nice to be able to link the book 

with practical experience to deepen stu-

dents’ understanding of the book,” Peters 

said. “It is also a great chance for me to 

work on life skills, sensory exposure – 

especially taste, smell and texture. We 

have been so surprised by what the stu-

dents like and try, and what they refuse.” 
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PAL Science Fair  

ELC Media Center 
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 January 15, 2016 School Improvement/Records Day  —

Early Dismissal 1:10 p.m. 

 January 18, 2016 Martin Luther King Day, No School 

 January 29, 2016 Half-Day School Improvement Day 

Early Dismissal 11:10 a.m. 

 February 12, 2016 Staff Institute Day, No School 

 February 15, 2016 President’s Day Observed, No School 

 February 26, 2016 Half-Day School Improvement Day — 

Early Dismissal 11:10 a.m.  

 March 7, 2016 Casmir Pulaski Day, No School 

 March 11, 2016 Half-Day School Improvement Day  — 

Early Dismissal 11:10 a.m.  

 March 24, 2016 School Improvement/Records Day  —

Early Dismissal 1:10 p.m.  

 March 25—April 1, 2016 Spring Break, No Classes 

 April 4, 2016  School  Re-opens 

 April 15, 2016 Half-Day School Improvement — Early 

Dismissal 11:10 a.m. 

 April 29, 2016 Half-Day School Improvement Day —

Early Dismissal 11:10 a.m.  

 May 13, 2016  Staff Half-Day In-service  —  Early Dis-

missal 11:10 a.m. 

 May 27, 2016 School Improvement/Records Day — Ear-

ly Dismissal 1:10 p.m.  

 May 30, 2015 Memorial  Day, No School 

 June 2, 2016 Last Day of School for Students if no emer-

gency days are used — Early Dismissal 1:10  p.m.  

 June 9, 2016 Last Day of School for Students if emergen-

cy days are used, Early Dismissal 1:10 p.m. 

Important Dates To Remember 

   The SPEED Racers basketball season is going well. The 

team took second place, winning 2 of 3 games at the annual 

H-F Invitational. 

   “The team demonstrated great teamwork and sportsman-

ship at the tournament,” Coach John Lewis said. “The Rac-

ers practice hard twice a week.” 

   The coach and staff continue to focus on teamwork, 

sportsmanship, integrity commitment and character build-

ing rather than just winning a basketball game, Lewis said. 

They want the student players to be winners in life. Coach-

es also reinforce daily living skills at every practice and at 

games. 

      The team has two home games on Jan. 19 and Feb. 16. 

Both games are at 6:30 p.m. at SPEED. 

      Volunteers are always needed to assist students at prac-

tices generally held from 3 to 5 p.m. on Mondays and 

Wednesdays at SPEED. Pregame and game day volunteers 

are also needed. For more information, contact Coach John 

Lewis at jlewis@speed802.org. 

   Lewis said SPEED’s Special Olympics Program is a val-

uable support and tool in enriching the lives of students and 

families.  

   “We have so many positive experiences that have really 

aided in our students learning life skills, and being produc-

tive members of society,” he said. 
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